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APPLICATION FORM
I. Demographic Information
1. Surname: ____________________________________________________________ 
2. First name: ___________________________________________________________
3. Middle name: _________________________________________________________
4. Nationality: __________________________________________________________  
5. Country of residence: ___________________________________________________
6. Gender (tick one box):    Male       Female      

7. Age (tick one box):    18-25          26-35          36-45         46-55         over 55            

8. Occupation: __________________________________________________________

II. Contact Information

9. Correspondence address: ________________________________________________
      _____________________________________________________________________

10. Residence: Village/Town: _______________________________________________
District: ______________________________ Region: ________________________
11. Telephone 
(work): ______________________________  (home): ________________________

(cell): ________________________________   

12. E-mail address: ________________________________________________________
13. How did you learn about Believe Begin Become (tick all that apply)?  
Internet                     TV                      Radio                     Newspaper           
Local University                  Local Organization                 Friends/colleagues       
Other (please specify): _____________________________________________           


14. How will you submit your application (tick one)? 
Internet         TechnoServe Head Office in Accra         TechnoServe Regional Office            
Fax               Courier         
III. Business Information

15. In which industry category does your business best fit (tick one)? 

Agribusiness & Processing         

Tourism           
Light Manufacturing        
Private sector solutions to Water or Sanitation   

Please answer the following questions related to the expansion of an existing business:
16. Location of business

Village/Town: ________________________________________________________

District: ______________________________ Region: ________________________
17. Name of Business: _____________________________________________________  
18. The Business has been in operation for ______ years, ______ months

19. Is it registered (tick one)?     Yes         No
20. Percentage of the business you own: _______________%   
21. Total sales revenues for 2009: GH¢____________________

22. Total profits for 2009: GH¢__________________________    
23. Number of employees at year end 2009: _____________

IV. Business Concept Statement
Please describe your business and your relevant experience using the following outline. Please be sure to address each of the following points (I-V) in your statement.  Business Concept Statements must be typed in 12 point type size and must not exceed 3 double-spaced pages with 1 inch margins. Anything that does not match these requirements will not be read, and the application will therefore be ineligible.  Applications must be made in English.
I. Business concept title (business name)
II. Business opportunity (include all of the following)
a. Describe your business
b. Describe the market need your business addresses 
c. Describe your product(s) or service(s)

d. Describe how the product(s)/service(s) meets the market need you identify
e. Describe your target market (who are your customers/potential users?)
III. Competitive environment (include all of the following)
a. Who are the significant existing competitors offering similar products/services? 

b. Who are the significant potential new entrants (new competitors) in the industry?

c. What are the challenges and barriers to entering into this industry?

d. What makes the product(s)/service(s) you plan to offer distinctive (why do you think your target customers will choose your product(s)/service(s) over others that are available)?

IV. Viability of business concept (include all of the following)
a. How do you reach your target market (how do your target customers learn about your product(s)/service(s))?

b. How do you distribute/deliver your product(s)/service(s) (how will your product get to retail or service delivery locations and where will these locations be)?
c. How does your business make money and how long will it take to become profitable?

d. What are your sales revenue projections for the next four years of operations? 
e. How much investment will you need for your business expansion (detail needed investment by year)?
f. How will you achieve this investment level (where will you get the money)?

V. Entrepreneur experience and commitment (use only descriptive terms, no proper names of people, schools, businesses, etc.)
a. Describe your education and experience as it relates to the business (what experience, knowledge, skills, contacts do you have in the industry, as an entrepreneur, as a leader, etc.?)
b. Briefly describe your commitment to accomplishing this business expansion (how long have you been planning, how much time are you willing to spend on it, how much of your own money have you invested and how much more do you plan to commit, etc.?) 
PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT AND CERTIFICATION

This Agreement and Certification document must be read and signed in order to complete the Believe Begin Become application. 

By applying with a Business Expansion or Idea (“the Idea”) to the Business Plan Competition, (“the Competition”), the participant listed in this document is bound by the following conditions:

ORIGINALITY OF PLAN The participant hereby represents, warrants and guarantees that the ideas and concepts expressed in the Idea are the participant’s original work, are owned by the participant, and the participant is under no legal restriction or agreement prohibiting him/her from using the Idea, or from divulging or submitting these ideas or concepts in the Competition.

CONFORMITY WITH THE RULES OF THE COMPETITION The participant has reviewed the Rules of the Competition (“The Rules”) and by his/her signature on this document, confirms that his/her application and that of the group or individual he/she represents are in accordance with The Rules and that he/she agrees to be governed by said Rules.

SUBMISSION OF BUSINESS PLAN The participant agrees to submit his/her duly elaborated business plan(s) on the dates and times required by the officials of the competition for evaluation and continued participation. If the participant should fail to do so, the participant shall lose all rights of participation and shall have no access to benefits offered thereby.

RENUNCIATION OF JUDICIAL ACTION The participant acknowledges and agrees that the sponsor (Google.org), and the implementing agency (TechnoServe) (collectively “Officials of the Competition”), are not under any legal obligation to give any advice or render any service to any participant.  The participant further acknowledges and agrees that the opinions expressed by any of the judges, consultants, trainers, and local supporters and sponsors, and organizing committee members (collectively the “Representatives of the Competition”) are his/her own and not those of the Officials of the Competition, and that the Officials of the Competition shall have no legal liability to the participants for those opinions.

The Officials of the Competition agree that they will require that all Representatives of the Competition sign a confidentiality agreement.  Participant acknowledges and agrees that the Officials of the Competition shall not be liable for the disclosure of Confidential Information by any of the Representatives of the Competition.  Participant further acknowledges and agrees that the legal protection of the Ideas in the Competition is the sole responsibility of the participant.

In consideration of the time, skills and other resources provided by Officials of the Competition and the Representatives of the Competition, the participant hereby voluntarily absolves the Officials of the Competition and the Representatives of the Competition from any and all legal liability that could arise out of or in any way be related to participation in the Competition.

I hereby declare that I understand and agree to the foregoing terms of this Participation Agreement and Certification

SIGNATURE______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Participant)

NAME_____________________________________________________________ DATE_________________  
APPLICANT ID ____________________________   RECEIPT NUMBER______________________


     (TechnoServe will assign)




     (TechnoServe will enter)
Applicant ID (assigned by TechnoServe): _________





Applicant ID (assigned by TechnoServe): _________



























































